IFN-gamma-stimulated human vascular endothelial cells function as accessory cells for superantigen-induced TNF production in human T cells.
In the presence of IFN-gamma-stimulated vascular endothelial cells which have acquired HLA class II molecules, T cells produced tumor necrosis factors (TNF-alpha and TNF-beta) and IL-2 in response to stimulation with streptococcal pyrogenic exotoxin A.